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A Message From The Superintendent

Dear Parents and Guardians,
 
As always, I am excited to share this edition of The Herald with you. Please take 
a moment to read about all of the amazing activities and learning experiences that 
occurred in our schools this past week. 

In the Connors Elementary School section of The Herald, you will read all about 
continued Black History Month celebrations.  Students and staff had the pleasure 
of meeting acclaimed fiber artist, Sherry Shine.  Ms. Shine, a native of New 
Jersey, is regularly commissioned by the E&S Gallery in Louisville and has been 
honored as the featured artist for the Kentucky Derby. She happily spent the day 
at Connors explaining her craft and the incredible pieces she brought with her. 
In addition, you will learn more about a successful resume writing workshop for 
parents, hosted by Principal Pollins and Ms. Dawn Brangman.  I hope that you 
are as impressed as I am by the tremendous success of the “Jump Rope for Heart” 
Program at Connors.  Our students, lead by nurse Hoffman, raised over $1,250.

Our Gifted and Talented Program has been in full swing. G&T students at Calabro 
have been busy working through the Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth 
curriculum while also working in the Khan Academy to accelerate and enrich 
their math, science, computer programming and history skills. Most recently, they 
studied the math, science and engineering concepts of the catapult.  At Wallace, 
students continue to work on STEAM Tank Challenges and on Breakout EDU 
programs.  Our Gifted and Talented students will participate in Hudson County’s 
Academic Bowl in May and in the Creative Fest in June.  I am also very pleased 
to report that I am currently reviewing a newly written Gifted and Talented 
curriculum document.

As you have read in previous editions of The Herald, our Project Lead The Way 
programs continue to challenge our students by exposing them to critical thinking 
and problem solving tasks. Students in the Project Launch Program have been 
studying UV lights, and designing and testing structures that can provide cover 
from ultraviolet rays. In the Project Gateway Program, our students recently spent 
time with student-athletes from Stevens Institute of Technology.  The Ducklings 
Program brings such wonderful learning opportunities to our 6th graders.  Most 
recently, our students explored the world of chemical engineering with role 
models from Stevens by creating their own Borax Putty, and learning about the 
multiple ways to manipulate its structure and consistency. Hoboken High School’s 
Project Lead the Way Biomedical Science students continued their work with 
macromolecular structures, studying the molecules that make up the different 
foods and they effect they can have on the human body.  Most recently, our Project 
Lead the Way Computer Science students spent the day at Google in New York 
City.

In the Hoboken High School Weekly Update, which is linked in The Herald, 
you will read all about the Hamilton Education Program, some of our upcoming 
college visits and Guidance Department update, the introduction of the Deans’ 
Challenge Initiative, and a recap of this year’s HHS play, Working, the Musical. 

Hoboken High School students continue to strive to reach new heights.  The 
Class of 2017 has now exceeded 7.6 million dollars in academic and leadership 
scholarships from colleges and universities. Take a moment to read more about 
the Raise.Me Program for ‘micro-scholarship’ opportunities that so many of our 
students are taking advantage of and our Princeton Review SAT Preparation 
Program.

I am certainly happy to share highlights of our student work in The Herald! Enjoy 
viewing pictures of our youngest learners exploring math and of our Master Teachers 
at work.  Take notice of our Calabro, students working on PARCC preparation 
Extended Constructed Response Prompts and writing descriptive essays, our 
Heroes and Cool Kids Club visit to Connors Elementary School, the Wallace 
Elementary School’s experimentation with their brand new “Boomwhackers”, 
and Hoboken Middle School’s writing workshops and peer-editing sessions. 

Last Tuesday, our Parent and Guardian Academy hosted a wonderfully 
informative workshop session on the Eight Mathematical Practices and PARCC 
Math Specifications. If you missed the presentation, you can find our powerpoints 
linked here: Grades K-2 | Grades 3-6 | Grades 7-12.

Our next Parent and Guardian Academy Event will focus on Embracing the 
Growth Mindset. I encourage you to join us on March 15, from 6:30-7:30 PM in 
the Hoboken High School Cafeteria to learn about the “Growth Mindset,” how 
we incorporate this philosophy in the classroom, and how you can embrace this 
concept at home.

On Thursday evening, March 2nd at 8:00 PM in the High School Auditorium, 
the Hoboken Public Education Foundation will be hosting a free screening of the 
award-winning documentary Screenagers for all parents and guardians.  Be sure to 
read more about this in The Herald.  I look forward to seeing you there.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website. I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources like our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are always published online. I would also like to draw your attention toward 
our social media platforms. Our Facebook, Twitter, and WordPress pages bring 
district and school events, news, and accomplishments to you in real time. I’d also 
like to remind you that our district uses a robo call system to notify families of 
school closings or changes to the school schedule due to inclement weather.  If any 
of your contact information or phone numbers has changed recently, please inform 
the clerk in the main office of your child’s school.

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson
Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools

Hoboken Early Childhood Education

www.facebook.com/hobokenpublicschools

www.twitter.com/hobokenschools

www.hobokenschooldistrict.wordpress.com

For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school 
news, upcoming event information, announcements, and 
more, for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Greetings Brandt Families, 

We have wrapped up another exciting week at Brandt, and one that was filled with 
wonderfully warm weather.  

We very rarely get to enjoy 66 degrees in February. This weather had us outside 
for outdoor gross motor play in preschool, and on the rooftop for organized 
recess with our kindergarten and Grade 1 students. The time when children are 
engaging in play is a social time and one anchored in oral language development. 
I overheard so many interesting conversations about shapes seen in clouds, the 
plans for the weekend, how fast someone can run, and about all of the things 
that enrich the lives of children. These conversations demonstrated the advanced 
language development of our students. Children are expressing what they have 
learned during the instructional day and at home with you in their own lives,.We 
are their greatest models. They are beginning to sound like the adults in their lives 
and that makes me feel good. I hope you have noticed the same at home and that 
it also brings you joy. 

On another note, I was pleased to lead a workshop on Wednesday night which 
focused on the PARCC assessment. All elementary students in the district will 
engage in the PARCC assessment during the months of March and April. We 
discussed the teaching and learning of the early childhood world that becomes the 
foundation for success on any standardized test. Students in K-2 are learning how 
to orally count to 100, pair objects 1:1 with counting words, subitize (recognize 
small quantities at a glance), understand addition as joining collections and so 
much more. This is progressive work anchored in mastery. 

The students also engage in tasks that will help the teacher cultivate capacity in 
both ELA and mathematics. These tasks are developmentally appropriate and 
presented in a non-jarring way. There is a critical conference piece that helps 
create an anchor chart detailing their own goals as readers and mathematicians. 

Please enjoy the news from our school and know that we are so proud of the 
conversations, led by teachers but driven by children, that continue to inform the 
Brandt Way!

Sincerely,

Principal Sandra Rodriguez-Gomez

Connect With Us On Social Media!

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal
Dear Calabro Learning Community,

This week our K-6th grade staff 
administered Extended Constructed 
Response (ECR) prompts during our 
math classes.  The ECR questions are a 
part of the sequence on PARCC.  Each 
prompt has an individualized rubric 
and our teachers are able to capture 
the strengths and challenges for each 
student by completion of the glow and 
grow feedback section.  Our goal is to 
continue to implement methods to give 
students more rigorous, task specific 
activities to engage in each week.  In 
this edition, you will see Mr. Zayas and 
our 6th grade students using a SMART document camera to work on this week’s 
ECR prompt.  

Thank you to the parents and guardians across the district that joined us at the 
“Eight Mathematical Practices and PARCC Math” workshop on Wednesday, 
February 22nd at Calabro.  Participants reviewed the mathematical practices and 
questions to promote math practice standards that our teachers use in their daily 
instruction.  Also reviewed were the district PARCC schedules, overview of task 
types/sub-claims, and student technology skills required for PARCC. 

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

This week was short but mighty! In honor of Black History Month, Connors hosted 
an artist in residence. Ms. Sherry Shine displayed her fiber art to staff, students and 
parents in the school library. First graders used adjectives to describe her work and 
fourth graders engaged her in conversation about technique. Ms. Shine shared that 
she became interested in art at a young age and encouraged students to explore 
their interests. 

Dawn Brangman held a parent session on resume writing in the computer lab. 
Parents had the opportunity to review the “dos and don’ts” of resume writing. Ms. 
Brangman provided feedback to parents and gave a one on one consultation. She 
will return on March 8th to conduct a parent session on interview preparation. 
Connors is looking forward to hosting more sessions for the community in the 
future and we hope that all will attend. 

We had another successful walking school bus! Our school bus is a great way 
for families to connect with one another and with me. I love walking to school 
with the students and parents. It is always exciting to see staff members waiting 
anxiously in the lobby and to see them interacting with the students and families 
as well. This month, we would also like to add an extra Connors shout-out to 
Bean Vault Coffee for donating coffee for our parents and guardians to enjoy upon 
arrival to school! Please be on the lookout for our next “bus stop”.

As always, I look forward to the continued work that we do together for the success 
of every child.

-Dr. Pollins

Parent & Guardian Academy

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing 
ways to set your children up for success inside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Embracing the Growth Mindset
March 15, 2017

Hoboken High School Cafeteria
6:30 - 7:30 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information 
on upcoming events!

Upcoming Events

Connors School PTO

BLACK HISTORY MONTH ASSEMBLY PROGRAM

Parent volunteers have signed up to assist our student 
performers with hair, make-up and costumes before they 
take the stage on Tuesday, February 28th!

There will be a 10:00am and a 1:00pm performance.  We 
can always use more helping hands for either performance 
if you’d like to join us.  Please plan to arrive 30 minutes 
before the show and meet us in the Media Library Room.

CONNORS PTO FUNDRAISER

What:  Mixed Ride Class (half spin, half sculpting) 
 taught by Connors’ parent Sherri Satz
When: Saturday, March 11th
Time:  1:00pm-3:00pm 
 (50 minute class followed by light refreshments 
 - thank you to Connors parent Margarita Gonzalez 
 for securing the refreshments donation!)
Where: Work it Out, 603 Willow Avenue, Hoboken
Cost:  $25.  

Register for class online by going to www.clients.
mindbodyonline.com and search for “Work it Out.”  
Our fundraiser is listed under the Burns Tab.

Who’s Invited? 

EVERYONE!  This is NOT limited to Connors parents.  
Please spread the word!

Can’t make the class but still want to contribute?  Consider 
donating paper goods for the light refreshments that we’ll 
be serving afterwards (cups, small plates, utensils and 
napkins appreciated!).

Wallace Elementary School News

A Message From The Principal

You aren’t seeing things. The calendar does indeed say it is the end of February. 
We are about to embark on the final four months of our school year. PARCC 
testing is about one month away. What does that mean for our school community? 
It means we will continue to be a vibrant, unique learning community each and 
every day. I invite you once again to take a look at what our students and staff 
produced during another great week at Wallace School.

Our Response to Intervention team (RTI) continues to astonish. Mrs. Gaudio, 
Ms. Hack, and Ms. Orellano are providing our students with reading support in a 
comfortable, welcoming space that allows for great roads of inquiry and discovery. 
They recently created a Black History Month project where students wrote succinct 
text message-style pieces as if they were famous African Americans.

Mrs. Eakin and our Gifted & Talented students put some breakout kits to good use. 
Working together, students had to negotiate a series of questions to unlock several 
locks on a box. You can see more about it below.

The instrumental music students are making music with a new set of Boomwhackers. 
These percussion instruments are allowing our students to learn and play pop 
melodies. Be sure to check out the report on our newest music endeavor from Ms. 
Safko.

As always, a walk around our hallways and a glimpse of our bulletin boards shows 
yet again we have much academic accomplishment to celebrate. The RTI team 
proudly displayed all of their Black History Month Text Messages outside their 
office suite. Ms. Soler and her science students wrote and tested hypotheses about 
what might happen by mixing water, vinegar, and Valentine’s Day heart candies. 
Mrs. Murphy and crew got an early start on designing plans to catch leprechauns 
with St. Patrick’s Day just around the bend. The 6th grade team analyzed plot 
by creating unique storyboards and explored setting by writing literary analysis 
essays about Louis Sachar’s novel Holes. Finally you can see some of the great 
happenings in our physical education classes as Jump Rope For Heart is literally 
in full swing. 

Have another great, well-deserved weekend, and I look forward to another five 
great days next week. 

Sincerely,

Martin Shannon
Principal

Hoboken Middle School News

A Message From The Coordinator

The February assessments are complete and the students really put in a great effort.  
We feel these assessments will prepare the students for the upcoming PARCC test, 
as well as provide them with skills that will be necessary in their preparations for 
college and careers. 

The Hoboken Public Education Foundation will be hosting a screening of the 
documentary Screenagers on Thursday March 2, 2017 at 8:00 p.m., in the Hoboken 
High School auditorium.   Directed by Delaney Ruston, M.D., “Screenagers is 
about the impact of the digital age on children and how to help them minimize 
harmful effects and find balance. After seeing the film, people tell us that they feel 
more confident and better equipped to establish balance around screen time”.  This 
viewing is open to adults only, please.  If you would like more information about 
the documentary please visit: www.screenagersmovie.com.  There will also be an 
expert there to answer questions and offer suggestions.  Thank you to the Hoboken 
Public Education Foundation for this opportunity.  

Thank you for your continued support of Hoboken Middle School, and enjoy the 
spring-like weather!

--Tara Donnelly

Inside the Classroom...

In an effort to develop and strengthen writing 
skills, Ms. Falcone’s classes participated in 
Writing Workshop on Thursday.  Students 
reflected on their night writes from Monday 
and Tuesday evenings, as well as in-class 
writing assignments from the last two weeks.  
Students used the grades they received, 
feedback from peer review and Ms. Falcone, 
and their rubrics to guide them in their 
reflections.  Students determined their “grows 
and glows” moving forward, identifying what 
they wish to improve on in future writing 
assignments and what they will continue to 
do to maintain strong writing skills.     

Hoboken High School Newsletter

Click the thumbnail below to read the Hoboken High 
School Newsletter!

Upcoming Events

March 2 Read Across America

March 3 Morning Meeting   8:20 a.m.
  PTO Meeting    9:00 a.m.

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Middle school crafters continued on their lined drawstring 
backpacks. This week, they pinned and sewed the lining 
and outer fabrics together inside out, leaving a hole for 
turning right side out. In the picture, the middle bag has 
been turned right side out, but the lining still needs to 
be inserted into the outer fabric. On the other two bags, 
outer fabric and lining have been attached but the sides 
still need to be sewn before they can be turned right side 
out. The students should finish this project next week. 

Middle School Sewing & Crafts Club

Digital Backpack

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

PLTW: Inspiring our Students 

A Hoboken Public School District Video Production

Wallace Gifted & Talented Breaks Out

Breakout EDU is a hands-on game platform, similar to 
the Escape Room concept, which encourages students 
to work collaboratively. Having only 45 minutes, each 
group must solve a series of critical thinking puzzles in 
order to open a locked box containing up to five different 
types of locks. Breakout EDU kits can be used to play 
pre-designed or teacher created games related to all 
areas of the curriculum. Our first game centered on Dr. 
Seuss and his book Oh, the Places You’ll Go and was a 
great success!

The entire Project Lead The Way Team in the Hoboken Public School District has 
been busy. Click the picture above to watch a short highlight video from this year.

The application and interview process for the next cohort of PLTW students is 
coming up! Interested 8th and 9th grade students should look for information 
posted around Hoboken High School and online. After the application process is 
complete, interviews will begin.

Use the links below to view a snapshot of the course overview for each tract.

Biomedical Science Computer Science Engineering

New Percussion Instruments Reflect Today’s Pop Music Culture

Nurses’ Corner

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

The Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council 
(HECAC) works in committees in order to best meet 
our goals and to deepen our impact in the community.  
The Needs Assessment Committee gathers feedback on 
a regular basis from families of preschool students via 
surveys to help ensure the Early Childhood Education 
program is meeting their needs. The analysis from the 
data collected by these surveys is shared with the district 
and program administrators to incorporate into program 
implementation.  

The Needs Assessment Committee is currently finalizing 
the spring survey for preschool families.  Survey 
questions will address parent workshop topics, which 
communication vehicles families regularly access 
to gather information regarding school matters, and 
methods of getting to school, among other topics.  Please 
look for the link to complete the online survey from 
the preschool providers, HOPES Inc and Mile Square, 
in March.  Paper copies will also be made available for 
families who prefer them with a submission deadline of 
April 13th.  We appreciate families taking the time to 
answer the survey so we can continue meeting the needs 
of our youngest learners in Hoboken.

Calabro Counselor’s Corner

This week some of our 2nd grade students joined our 
Lunch Bunch. 

The students and Counselor Jessica Hosbach had lunch 
together, while they worked on creating their own books 
about kind and unkind behaviors. We’re looking forward 
to having all of our second graders complete their books, 
and listening to them read aloud to fellow students to 
share their thoughts. 

Gifted and Talented at Calabro

Calabro’s Gifted and Talented students refined their knowledge of many topics 
during this marking period. They have been progressing in the John Hopkins 
Center for Talented Youth online courses as they work diligently on these rigorous 
curricula. 

Our learners are using Khan Academy to accelerate and enrich various content 
areas using a personalized dashboard that enables them to study at their own pace.  
Students practice exercises in the area of math, science, computer programming, 
history, and more.
 
Another exciting activity has been leaning about catapults. Students have 
mastered the math and science concepts related to this device, researched the 
history of catapults, and created presentations. They have used the engineering 
design process to design, build, and test their own catapults. 

Artist In Residence: Ms. Sherry Shine

On Wednesday, February 22nd, the staff, students, and parents were treated to an 
exciting day with Ms. Sherry Shine, a professional fiber artist. Ms. Shine brought 
many of her art pieces with her to show to students. She specializes in using quilts 
and stitching to create beautiful works of art. She began the day with a session for 
parents to discuss her artwork, her techniques, and her outlook on art and design. 
She later shared with students her passion for art and also talked about making the 
decision to become an artist, while encouraging students to follow their dreams 
and to always utilize and share their creativity. Students were very excited to see 
the impressive works of art, to ask questions, and were also impressed to meet a 
professional artist! 

If you stop by the 
Wallace music wing, 
you will see our new set 
of 32 boomwhackers.  
Boomwhackers are 
color-coded tuned plastic 
percussion tubes.   They 
produce the various 
pitches of the musical 
scale.  To make a sound 
on them, students can 
use mallets or strike 
them against the floor, 
tables, or concert risers.   
Even students who do not have an instrumental music background can easily 
learn basic songs.  More advanced students in the instrumental program will use 
multiple boomwhackers at the same time to produce complicated rhythms and pop 
tunes.  They reinforce rhythmic skills, pitch acquisition, and ensemble skills while 
allowing students to explore modern music.  

Some of the 6th grade band students tried the new boomwhackers last week and 
were excited to learn pop music like Coldplay’s “Viva La Vida.”  The 5th grade 
instrumental group discovered how to play “America the Beautiful” using only 
the percussion tubes.  As they develop their skills, we will be posting performance 
videos and pictures on our district music page.  Boomwhackers, Orff, and other 
rhythm instruments will be incorporated in general music classes as well.   Students 
in our general music keyboard program will learn how to transfer the songs they 
learn on piano to play them on the Boomwhackers.   It will improve their sight-
reading and ear training skills; which can be transferred to other subject areas.

The RTI team celebrates Black History Month with a new 
communication-style twist.

Writing Workshop in Room 337

Science - It’s in the Genes

Students in Mr. Joffe’s 7th grade science class are creating children based on 
various facial features they come up with by flipping a coin. This shows how genes 
are inherited.

District Musical Sign Ups & Auditions

Inside the Classroom...

Ms. Brunt’s Kindergarten class had some Valentine’s Day fun, as they completed 
an experiment involving candy conversation hearts.  Students made predictions on 
whether they would sink or float when dropped in water.  They later recorded and 
drew the results of their observations of what happened to the conversation hearts 
when placed in water, vinegar, and soda.

In Ms. Marchesani’s kindergarten room 311 we are enjoying exploring our 
numbers. Having just recently celebrated the 100th Day of school, we have been 
busy counting by 2’s, 5’s, and 10’s. Stop by and check out our amazing collections 
that we counted.

We are utilizing dot markers, cubes, etc. to 
count in sets and sharpen our math fluency 
skills. We love using our class dominoes to 
work on addition and subtraction problems 
in small groups. What ways can you practice 
math at home?

Some ideas for fun math practice at home:

• Use household items like dried beans 
to count and sort

• Practice addition with dominoes
• Practice patterns with beads and create 

bracelets
• Work on counting by 10’s by doing 10 

sets of 10 different exercises
• Use dot markers to make addition and subtraction problems
• Create shapes and pictures with tangrams or shape tiles (magnatiles are 

great) 

What is the role of a Master Teacher (MT)?  

A master teacher is an integral part of the Early Childhood 
Education Team.  The MT works in conjunction with the 
classroom teacher to provide curriculum modifications 
to meet the child’s needs and facilitate full participation 
in the preschool program.  In addition, they provide 
parent and teacher workshops throughout the year.  If 
you have any questions regarding the Tools of the Mind 
curriculum, please reach out to your classroom’s master 
teacher.  We will address questions via the Herald as we 
receive them.

What is the specific language used for writing letters? 

Although the writing of their name is encouraged, children 
in pre-k 3 typically do not partake in the initial phases of 
writing letter-like symbols until much later in the school 
year or when showing signs of readiness. Most Pre-K 4 
students should have received more in-depth exposure 
to letter writing thus far, and may be already engaging 
in writing some letters/words independently. At the end 
of this piece you will find the stroke descriptions that 
our teachers use to help children write uppercase and 
lowercase letters as well as numbers. Prior to using the 
chart provided, gauge your child’s writing ability based 
on the weekly play plans sent home, feedback from the 
teacher,  or the child’s intrinsic motivation. If your child 
is currently  on lines or writing initial (IS), medial (MS) 
or ending (ES) sounds, then certainly encourage them to 
continue to write using this handout. Other indicators that 
cue you to introduce these learning episodes in the home 
are, if your child is interested in writing his or her name 
or asks you to write or spell words. If the play plans sent 
home only contain pictures or few if any lines then your 
child may not be ready for writing. If this is the case, 
insisting that they do so may cause undue stress to the 
child and decrease their desire to engage in the activity in 
the future. For those children who are not yet ready it is 
best to model writing and explain its importance as often 
as possible so that they begin to understand that writing 
is a tool with a powerful purpose.

Another very important piece when assisting children 
to write is phonemic awareness: the ability to recognize 
letters and their corresponding sounds. For our pre-k 
3 children at this point in the school year this should 
also be an area to focus on.  You can reinforce this at 
home with activities or games that encourage children to 
identify letters and their sounds, such as rhyming games 
and songs,or coming up with silly words that end the 
same. Sound maps are used to teach children letters and 
sounds as well as assist them in writing words. 

You can ask your teachers for a copy of the Tools of the 
Mind Alphabet Chart for parents to support this in the 
home as well. You may also contact us via email and we 
would be more than happy to leave a copy for you with 
your child’s teacher.  

Our emails are as follows: 

kshadiack@hoboken.k12.nj.us
Yajaira.santiago@hoboken.k12.nj.us
Giselle.rodriguez@hoboken.k12.us.

A Message From Our Master Teachers

Student Work at Calabro

Third Grade Descriptive Essays. Descriptive essays 
allow the reader to understand the essay’s subject using 
illustrative language. 

Sixth grade students working on their Extended 
Constructed Response Prompts in Math Class!

Vision screening is key to healthy development! Nurses 
conduct screenings in preschool annually and biennially 
beginning with Kindergarten as required by the New 
Jersey Department of Education.  

For parents, ask if your child has been screened, talk 
about the results, act if your child has been given a 
referral for vision follow up.  Many vision problems in 
children cannot be seen.

If you lack insurance or vision coverage, please contact 
your school nurse.  Nurses, in partnership with the 
National Association of School Nurses and VSP Sight 
for Students, have gift certificates that can be utilized at 
local eye providers for a full eye exam and if needed, 
eyeglasses.

Vision Health

I would like to thank all the students who raised money 
during Jump Rope for Heart for children with heart 
disease. Connors School raised $1,251.00. That is 3 
times the amount we raised last year. Thank you to the 
kindergarteners who raised the most money collectively. 
They raised $671 out of the $1251. The class that raised 
the most money was Ms. Ayers’ class, raising $345 
themselves. They won an extra outdoor recess time when 
the weather gets warmer.

A Special Message from Nurse Hoffman at Connors

February 28 

Black History Month Performance: 
The Dream Continues
10:00 AM | 1:00 PM 

March 2 

Read Across America Celebration

Heroes and Cool Kids Club

Wednesday afternoon, Connors welcomed Ms. Dawn 
Brangman into our Mac Lab to provide parents and 
guardians a résumé-writing workshop. Participants 
were able to create new résumés or enhance an existing 
résumé. Participants appreciated the personal attention 
and were excited to leave with updated résumés to assist 
in their future professional pursuits. 

AUTHOR VISIT FOR 
KINDERGARTEN & GRADE 1 CLASSROOMS

Thank you to Connors parent Lauren Eagle for inviting 
children’s book author A.J. Bennett to visit.  Our 
kindergarten and 1st grade students will host Ms. Bennett 
as she reads her stories about The Adventures of Big Sil 
and inspires us all to discover amazing places across 
America!

A.J. Bennett will be visiting on Thursday, March 16th!

Resume-Writing Workshop at Connors

On Thursday, February 23rd, the Heroes and Cool Kids club from Hoboken 
High School came to Connors Elementary School to empower the 6th graders 
to stand up against bullying. The high school students educated the 6th graders 
on the types of bullying and gave personal anecdotes of times they have seen, 
been part of, or stood up against bullying. Their mantra for the day was a call and 
response where the high school students brought up the bullied and the bystanders 
and the 6th graders responded about what each should do. The Heroes and Cool 
Kids then broke the younger students into small groups and brought up various 
bullying scenarios. The 6th graders discussed how a student being bullied and 
the bystanders should react in each situation. Finally, the high school students 
pulled questions from the question box that had been residing in each sixth grade 
classroom and helped the sixth graders with worries and questions they have about 
life in high school. 

G&T students hard at work unlocking breakout boxes. 

5th and 6th grade friends making music on our new boomwhackers.

Wallace RTI Update

While February is the shortest calendar month of the 
year, we are proud of our RTI Wallace scholars and the 
big growth they exhibited both as readers and writers.

Our kindergarten through second grade scholars dug 
deep into fiction by using words and phrases from the 
story to compare and contrast characters. They also 
learned to describe how a character's feelings can change 
throughout a story.  We continued to strengthen their 
phonemic awareness and phonics skills through multi-
sensory approaches.

To celebrate Black History Month, our third through 
sixth grade scholars explored nonfiction texts by putting 
themselves in the role of a historical black figure and 
constructing text messages that conveyed their hero’s 
time, character, and impact. Students used higher order 
thinking skills, because embedded in the task was a 
knowledge and understanding of the individual and how 
they shaped black history in America. Students then 
applied that knowledge and understanding to analyze the 
text/task closely to create text messages.  

Mrs. Gaudio’s super readers proudly show their newest 
writing samples. 

Parent Meeting:  Monday February 27, 5:00 PM
   HHS Auditorium

If you are curious about having your child participate 
in this year’s musical, please join Ms. Miller, the music 
director, and choreographer for the official parents’ 
meeting on Monday February 27th, at 5:00pm in the 
Hoboken High School Auditorium.  

At this meeting we will present new policies for 
rehearsals and the entire district musical experience as 
well as answering any questions you may have about the 
audition process. 

If you wish for your child to participate in the district 
musical they must commit to the two-day audition 
process. 

In an effort to make auditions run smoothly, we are 
signing up all students on Monday February 27th in 
the Hoboken High School lobby from 3-5pm.  Audition 
forms are available online and must be brought in or 
emailed to Ms. Miller on or before February 27th so that 
your child is signed up for auditions.  You do not have 
to sign them up in person on February 27th if you email 
the forms to Ms. Miller at danielle.miller@hoboken.
k12.nj.us.  Forms, the cast list, and weekly rehearsal 
schedules are posted on our district website here.

Project Lead The Way

This week in Project Lead The Way Launch, students were 
tasked with building a structure to protect themselves 
and the characters in their story from the hot ultraviolet 
rays on the playground. Students had two days to work 
in groups and build a structure, which was tested using 
UV lights and beads.

Members of the Steven's Ducklings Program visited 
Connors Elementary school to work with the 6th Grade 
students to explore the world of Chemical Engineering. 
They created Borax Putty, and learned how to test and 
change the consistency of their products!

In PLTW Biomedical Science, students have been learning about the structure, 
composition, and function of macromolecules that make food, while putting 
together molecular puzzles!

Please join us for a FREE screening of an award-winning documentary film that 
explores the impact of tech time and digital devices on kids. Please register at this 
link so that we can estimate attendance.

Where:  Hoboken High School Auditorium. 800 Clinton Street

When:  March 2 at 8PM

Who:   All community members welcome. No children, please.

What:   www.screenagersmovie.com

Are you watching your kids scroll through life, with their rapid-fire thumbs and 
a six-second attention span? Physician and filmmaker Delaney Ruston saw that 
with her own kids and learned that the average kid spends 6.5 hours a day looking 
at screens. She wondered about the impact of all this time and about the friction 
occurring in homes and schools around negotiating screen time—friction she 
knew all too well. 

In SCREENAGERS, as with her award-winning documentaries on mental health, 
Delaney takes a deeply personal approach as she probes into the vulnerable corners 
of family life, including her own, to explore struggles over social media, video 
games, academics and internet addiction. Through poignant, and unexpectedly 
funny stories, along with surprising insights from authors, psychologists, and brain 
scientists, SCREENAGERS reveals how tech time impacts kids’ development 
and offers solutions on how adults can empower kids to best navigate the digital 
world and find balance.

We hope to see you there!
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